
SPONSORSHIP
SHARING GOD’S BLESSING



HOW TO SPONSOR TOPICS

•GUEST SELECTION

•INVITATION SUGGESTIONS

•NUTS AND BOLTS

•FOLLOW-UP

•REUNION

•ULTREYAS



GUEST SELECTION

•PURPOSE OF A VIA DE CHRISTO

•EQUIP LEADERS WITH CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP SKILLS

•EQUIP CHRISTIANS WITH LEADERSHIP SKILLS



EQUIP LEADERS WITH CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP SKILLS

•WHO ARE THE LEADERS IN YOUR CONGREGATION?

•THE FOLKS WHO WILL MOST BENEFIT FROM THE TOOLS PROVIDED THROUGH 

VDC!

•ALREADY DEDICATED CHRISTIANS

•THEY INVEST THEIR TIME, TREASURES AND TALENTS IN GOD’S SERVICE

•THEY MAY FEEL BURDENED

•LIGHTEN YOUR LEADERS’ BURDEN



EQUIP CHRISTIANS WITH LEADERSHIP SKILLS

•IDENTIFY THE DEEPLY FAITHFUL “FOLLOWER” IN YOUR 

CONGREGATION

•REGULAR WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

•FAITHFUL COMMITTEE SERVICE

•NEVER TURNS DOWN A REQUEST FOR SERVICE UNLESS…THEY ARE ASKED 

TO LEAD

•RELUCTANT CHRISTIAN LEADERS GROW AND FLOURISH FROM VDC



INVITATION SUGGESTIONS

•TALK TO GOD BEFORE TALKING TO SOMEONE ABOUT ATTENDING A 

WEEKEND 

•TALK TO YOUR PASTOR ABOUT THE PERSON YOU CONSIDER

•TALK  TO YOUR REUNION GROUP ABOUT THE PERSON YOU WISH TO 

INVITE

•ASK FOR THEIR PRAYERS AND ASSISTANCE

•MAKE YOUR INVITATION FROM WITHIN AN ESTABLISHED RELATIONSHIP

•YOU MAY NEED TO BUILD OR ENHANCE THE RELATIONSHIP PRIOR TO EXTENDING 

AN INVITATION



INVITATION SUGGESTIONS

•CONSIDER THIS FIRST APPROACH

•I PRAY FOR YOU. BEING CHAIR OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE IS 

A LOT OF WORK

•OR…I PRAY FOR YOU. SERVING THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE IS LOTS OF WORK

•OF COURSE, PRAY!



MORE SUGGESTIONS

•LATER, INVITE YOUR FRIEND TO LUNCH OR DINNER

•DESCRIBE THAT GOD LEAD YOU TO ATTEND  A SPIRITUAL RENEWAL 

WEEKEND

•ILLUSTRATE THE EFFECT THE WEEKEND HAS HAD IN YOUR LIVE

•SHARE YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

•DESCRIBE YOUR REUNION GROUP



INVITATION SUGGESTIONS – DESCRIBE THE WEEKEND

•IT’S EVERYTHING YOU LEARNED IN 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES

•TAUGHT BY A MIX OF LAY AND 

ORDAINED LEADERS

•REAL TOPICS PRESENTED BY ADULTS 

FOR ADULTS… REAL LIFE

•VERY SCHEDULED

•FILLED WITH LAUGHTER AND 

OCCASIONAL TEARS

•PROFOUNDLY SPIRITUAL

•OFFER THE GIFT OF EXPERIENCING 

GOD’S LOVE

•MUSIC!



DESCRIBE THE CAMP

•AGAPE IS A LUTHERAN RETREAT 

CENTER

•BEAUTIFUL SETTING

•HEATED AND AIR CONDITIONED 

BUILDINGS

•ALL INCLUSIVE EVERYTHING YOU 

NEED PROVIDED

http://www.agapekurebeach.org/


NUTS AND BOLTS

•PRINT AN APPLICATION OR HAVE THE LINK READY ON YOUR 

COMPUTER

•LOOKUP THE DATES OF THE WEEKENDS

•IDENTIFY THE PEOPLE YOUR GUEST MIGHT KNOW WHO WILL 

ALSO ATTEND

•EXPLAIN THAT YOU’LL PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION

http://www.encvdc.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/guestreg_july2015.pdf
http://www.encvdc.org/wordpress/upcomingweekends/


PALANCA

•THIS IS SERIOUSLY FUN!

•ASK YOUR GUEST FOR A RELATIVE’S NAME AND CONTACT 

INFORMATION – PHONE IS BEST

•YOU MAY WISH TO TELL YOUR GUEST THAT THIS IS FOR ONE OF THE 

SURPRISES ON THE WEEKEND

•ASSURE THEM THAT GOD’S LOVE IS FULL OF SURPRISES



PALANCA CONTINUED

•ASK THE FAMILY MEMBER FOR ADDITIONAL CONTACTS

•SOMETIMES THEY ARE UNWILLING TO GIVE YOU MORE PEOPLE’S NAMES AND NUMBERS

•UNDERSTAND! I DON’T GIVE MY GRANDSON’S PHONE NUMBERS TO ANYONE!

•ENLIST THEIR HELP!

•EXPLAIN THAT THE TRADITION OF THE WEEKEND INVOLVES SHOWERING THEIR LOVED 

ONE WITH LOVE.

•REQUEST THAT THEY CONTACT OTHERS ON YOUR BEHALF. 

•KEEP THE REQUEST SIMPLE – WRITE MOTHER A LOVE LETTER  

•PLEASE WRITE YOUR BROTHER A NOTE AFFIRMING HIS GIFTS.



MORE PALANCA

•ASK CHURCH FOLKS TO WRITE LETTERS.

•ASK NON VDC FOLKS FOR LETTERS, TOO! 

•IF YOUR GUEST HAS BEEN IN THE CHOIR, SUNDAY SCHOOL, OR 

A CIRCLE FOR THIRTY-FIVE YEARS, IT IS APPROPRIATE TO ASK THE 

OTHER MEMBERS FOR LOVE LETTERS, TOO!

•ASK YOUR PASTOR FOR A LETTER.



NUTS AND BOLTS -- PACKING

•THE PRE-WEEKEND CHAIR WILL CONTACT YOU AND TELL YOU THE 

SLEEPING ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE WEEKEND.

•IT’S A PRIORITY TO HAVE MARRIED GUESTS SHARE A BEDROOM

•BEDROOM SHARING IS NOT GUARANTEED!

•MARRIED COUPLES ATTENDING THE SAME WEEKEND SHOULD PACK 

SEPARATELY

•NO SHAMPOO SHARING



NUTS AND BOLTS -- TRANSPORTATION

•THE SPONSOR PROVIDES TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM THE 

WEEKEND

•THE SPONSOR TRANSPORTS THE GUEST TO AND FROM THE BABE 

CHICK ULTREYA

•THE SPONSOR PROVIDES TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM THE

NEXT WEEKEND’S SERENADE



NUTS AND BOLTS – TEAM SERVICE AND SPONSORSHIP

•PROFOUND BLESSING FOR BOTH SPONSOR AND GUEST

•COMFORTING FOR GUEST TO HAVE SPONSOR WITH THEM

•EXPLAIN THAT YOU HAVE ASSIGNMENTS AND WON’T BE WITH 

THEM EXCEPT AT MEALS

•ARRANGE TRANSPORTATION FOR YOUR GUEST

•TEAM MUST ARRIVE EARLY FOR SETUP

•TEAM MUST STAY LATE TO PACK AND CLEAN

•AVOID HOVERING OVER YOUR GUEST



FOLLOW-UP

•VISIT YOUR GUEST ON TUESDAY OR WEDNESDAY FOLLOWING THE 

WEEKEND

•PROVIDE THEM AN OPPORTUNITY TO DECOMPRESS AND UNPACK

•ENCOURAGE THEM TO VISIT WITH THEIR PASTOR

•OPEN THEIR FOURTH DAY PACKET AND GO THROUGH IT WITH THEM

•SUGGEST GOING THROUGH THEIR NOTEBOOK WITH A BIBLE AND LOOK 

UP THE SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

•ARRANGE TRANSPORTATION TO THE BABE CHICK ULTREYA

•CONNECT YOUR GUEST TO A REUNION GROUP

•CONSIDER CREATING A NEW GROUP WITH YOUR GUEST



FOLLOW-UP—REUNION GROUPS

•REUNION PROVIDES THE FOUNDATION GLUE THAT STICKS THIS 

COMMUNITY TOGETHER

•ENCOURAGE YOUR GUEST TO TRY DIFFERENT GROUPS

•SOMETIMES ONE GROUP IS A POOR FIT AND ANOTHER IS A GOD INSPIRED 

COMPATIBILITY

•THE SPONSOR MUSTHELP THE GUEST LAND IN THE RIGHT 

REUNION GROUP



FOLLOW-UP – COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

•INVITE YOUR GUEST TO ATTEND THE NEXT WEEKEND’S SERENADE

•OFFER TO DRIVE THEM

•CONNECT YOUR GUEST TO THE WEAVE AND VDC FACEBOOK

•CALL THEN AND INVITE THEM TO ULTREYAS

•ENCOURAGE YOUR BABE CHICK TO CONSIDER TEAM SERVICE

•OFFER TO SERVE WITH THEM FOR THEIR FIRST TEAM SERVICE



ULTREYA

•DRIVE YOUR GUEST TO THE WELCOME ULTREYA

•INVITE YOUR GUEST TO AREA ULTREYAS

•CONSIDER HOSTING AN ULTREYA IN YOUR AREA!



SPONSORSHIP

•LEAP OF COURAGE

•LIFETIME OF BENEFIT

•TANGIBLE EXPRESSION OF GOD’S LOVE

•BOTH YOUR GUEST AND YOU EXPERIENCE GOD’S BLESSINGS 


